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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 10291 070757Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 10-14 ISO-00 STRE-00 AGRE-00 CEA-01 
CIAE-00 COME-00 DODE-00 FRB-01 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 
L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 CTME-00 AID-05 
SS-15 STR-07 ITC-01 TRSE-00 ICA-20 SP-02 SOE-02 
OMB-01 DOE-15 /136W 

092449 071748Z/45 

R070741Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8553 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS TOKYO 10291 

USMTN 

DEPT ALSO PASS STR ELECTRONICALLY 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ETRD, JA 

SUBJECT: PRESS REPORTS THAT U.S. CAUSING DELAY IN MTN 
AGREEMENTS 

1 . THE ASAHI VERNACULAR NEWSPAPER (JUNE 6) CARRIED 

A BACKGROUND REPORT ON THE JUNE 20 MINISTERIAL LEVEL 
TALKS IN WASHINGTON ON MTN WHICH QUOTES GOJ SOURCES 
AS SAYING LITTLE PROGRESS CAN BE EXPECTED BECAUSE THE 
USG IS NOT PREPARED. THE EEFECT, IT REPORTED, MAY BE 
TO DELAY THE CONCLUSION OF THE MTN UNTIL AFTER 
ANOTHER MINISTERIAL IN EARLY JULY. 

2. THE ARTICLE SAID THE DELAY RESTS WITH THE U.S. ITC 
WHICH IS LATE PUBLISHING RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING 
TARIFF ASSESSMENTS ON IMPORT PRICES AND ASP VALUATION. 

ANOTHER REASON FOR LOW EXPECTATIONS, THE REPORT NOTES, 

IS A LACK OF GOJ PROGRESS ON HOW TO REPLY TO U.S. 

"DEMANDS," MADE IN LOS ANGELES, FOR ADDITIONAL 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TOKYO 10291 070757Z 

CONCESSIONS ON CITRUS, BEEF, AND OTHER AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS. 

3. THERE IS A MORE STRONGLY WORDED ARTICLE IN THE 
ENGLISH EDITION OF THE MAINICHI (JUNE 7), BUT THIS STORY 
WAS NOT CARRIED BY OTHER NEWSPAPERS. REQUEST AVAILABLE 
GUIDANCE ON HOW TO RESPOND TO MEDIA AND/OR GOJ QUERIES 
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ON THIS SUBJECT. 

MANSFIELD 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NNN 
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